Coaching Student Questioning

Inquiry, Project and Problem-Based learning are all members of the constructivist educational philosophy. Student
inquiry lies at the very heart of the philosophy. Inquiry drives learning in all three learning strategies. Out of inquiry it
is important for students to learn to ask questions that will elicit thoughtful answers from search engines,
interviewees, community members, and other sources that are involved in helping students acquire information.

Constructivism

Instructional Philosophy that utilizes scaffolding in the learning process. Inquiry is embedded in ALL —-J
types of learning tied to Constructivism. Inquiry, Project Based. Problem Based and Case Based
Reasoning all fall into this philosophical school. Students build indexes/personal libraries in their minds

ly that have been encouraged by their own questions. In Constructivist classrooms,

in charge of their own learning.
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= NQuIry 63580 Leaming
Hands on approach that raises questions by the sheer nature of the activity. It is used
to engage younger students without posing messy problems to solve. Some people call
this "hands on, minds on".

Isatthecenterof

By Project (Bazed) Orized Leaming
the Project. It is a Constructivist Strateey. The project emphasizes skill development.
VERY similar to Problem Based, but the Standards are af fhe center of the Project.

Canlsadto
= Progkem - Based Leaming
Inquiry Based Strategy that poses 2 messy real world problem. Good teachers tie it to standards, but fhe problem
is real, open ended, and relevant fo students. Product choice is open ended, where stadents choose how to
present. The process of problem-solving is more important fhan the project in problem based learning. The first

to come to decisions in life-death simations. That's why the problems have to be engaging and real.

Student questioning, then should be “thicker” or richer than asking questions that are one word answers or require
little critical thinking. When students begin to plan their questioning activities in the Project or Problem Based
Learning unit, they should begin to ask richer questions such as:

What motives led to increased trade at different periods of time in world history? Instead of:
What products were traded on the Silk Road?
OR

How do events around the world affect global oil demand and the cost of gasoline in the United States?
Instead of:

What countries in the world impact oil prices?
OR

Given the present circumstances in the global economy, what role will alternative energies play in the next
decade? Instead of:

What countries benefit from the global economy?



